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at any hour of the day or night he could make a
cup of coffee for himself. This coffee he enjoyed,
preparing it at all hours and drinking it with a great
deal of sugar.

The fire in the Stove of his Study was never
allowed to go out from the time it was kindled in
the autumn until the warmer days of spring came
round. He kept a quantity of birch-tree bark near
at hand so that the coal fire could be renewed
quickly if it sank too low. In the summer he was
content, while at home, to wear a dressing-gown.
His dress in winter was a coat of reindeer skin.
When he went out to visit his friends, his clothes
were simple but neat. At times, when his thoughts
were on other things, his absent-mindedness would
give rise to much amusement. He would appear
in public without the customary ruffles or, perhaps,
with odd shoes on, one buckle gleaming with gems,
the other of plain silver.

While at work, he needed complete quiet. But
at other times it delighted him to show children
round the garden. In one corner he had made a
maze from which the children, having once entered,
had great difficulty in finding the way out. He also
arranged in one of the garden buildings a ' blind
door/ Behind the door was nothing but a large
mirror. When one of the children opened the door,
supposing it led out into the garden, he saw in